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 Subject at hand: Exploring the Riches of Psalm 139:7-12

Psalm 139:7-14
(NASB, p.452)

7 Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence?

 8 If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there.

 9 If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,

 10 Even there Thy hand will lead me, And Thy right hand will lay hold of me.

 11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me will be night,"

 12 Even the darkness is not dark to Thee, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to Thee.
  13 For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb.

 14 I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well.

	So far [David] has spoken of God’s knowledge of all his thoughts, words, and acts—and he is but among the countless multitudes to whom the same applies. The thought of [God’s all- knowingness] leads him to the contemplation of what necessarily follows; God’s [being everywhere at the same time].And again it is, naturally, his individual relationship with God of which he speaks, though implying its universal application.

Repeat (along with personal application)

So far [David] has spoken of God’s knowledge of all his thoughts, words, and acts—and he is but among the countless multitudes to whom the same applies. The thought of [God’s all- knowingness] leads him [David] to the contemplation of what necessarily follows; God’s [being everywhere at the same time].And again it is, naturally, his individual relationship with God of which he speaks, though implying its universal application.

	Personal Application

What David is saying here applies to you and me: indeed, it is universal in its personal application. Over a period of time, the Lord revealed to David how awesome He is, and as you and I commit ourselves to His Word, pray, obey, etc., the Lord will keep on revealing more and more of Himself to you and me!

Can I get a witness!

And in response to God’s awesomeness, David does not merely say, “Oh, I know this God I know, He knows everything,” but, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain to it.”

A Personal Application (again)!! 
Perhaps you and I can say it this way: 

“Our God is an awesome God, 

He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power and love,

 Our God is an awesome God!”

(repeat above)

Can I get a witness?


More Comments
	Some commentators see in these verses a desire of David to escape God’s gaze. Although that might be a natural response to reflect on God’s [all knowingness]…it is not at all what David is saying. In a sense, David is still meditating on God’s [all-knowingness], noting that the reason why God sees everything and knows everything is that he is everywhere to see and know it. … [w]hat impresses him is that God will always be everywhere he goes. Try as he might, he would never be able to escape him. But he is not fearful or dreading it; he is comforted by the thought.

Another Repeat

Some commentators see in these verses a desire of David to escape God’s gaze. Although that might be a natural response to reflect on God’s [all knowingness]…it is not at all what David is saying. In a sense, David is still meditating on God’s [all-knowingness], noting that the reason why God sees everything and knows everything is that he is everywhere to see and know it. … [w]hat impresses him is that God will always be everywhere he goes. Try as he might, he would never be able to escape him. But he is not fearful or dreading it; he is comforted by the thought.

Another Personal Application

  Perhaps at one time or another you and I were trying to escape God’s presence

But now, like David, 
You and I are not fearful or full of dread!

Can I get a witness?


A Further Note

	The Christian does not think of God as a spy upon his actions… but he delights in the assurance that the Lord is by his side. The words, “Thou God seest me,” so often used as if they were a warning to the sinner, were first [used] by Hagar as an expression of gratitude for the appearance of God to her by the fountain on the way to Shur (Gen. 16:7-13, [p.10, NASB]).They are not, therefore, expressive of alarm, but rather of delight; and every true believer can [use] them in that sense. For the Lord is near to those who love Him now as He was then to Hagar; and if we could only remember that, we should be delivered from despondency and encouraged to stand fast before all our spiritual adversaries. The child is not afraid to venture even in the darkest night when his father is by his side; and if we but realized that God is at our right hand, we should never be moved. For there is no help available to us as His. With the speed of thought we may communicate with Him. With unspoken [bursts of emotion, cries, heartaches, joy, laughter] we have but to lift our hearts to Him, and He will respond. To whom, then, are we so near as we are to Him? He is to those who love Him a constant companion, friend and protector, One with whom I can enjoy the sweetest fellowship, and from whom I may receive the richest blessings---W. M. Taylor, D.D. 

Question

Are you having fellowship with the Lord on a personal- just you and Him- basis?

Just two examples!

Philippians 4:4-7(NASB, p.156,NT)

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!

 5 Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.

 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Matthew 28:19-20 (NASB, p.26,NASB)
 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

Can I get a witness?  


	To continue:

 There is no spot in heaven, or on earth, or under the earth, in which God is not present. The stress which the psalmist lays on the Personality of God shows that he is far from holding any *pantheistic  conception, after the manner of Greek speculation; to him divine **transcendence and divine ***immanence center in Divine Personality. In question –form he asks: Whither shall I go from the spirit, whither shalI I flee from thy presence? Not that he could ever wish to; it is his impressive way of presenting the fact of the [Lord’s everywhere-present- at- the same- timeness]. 

Definition of Some Troublesome Words!
      *pantheism - “The doctrine that God is not a personality, but that all laws, forces, manifestations, etc. of the universe are God; the belief that God and the universe are one and the same.”
 (*mine)
    **transcendence- Theology: existing apart from the material universe
  
    ***immanence-Theology: present throughout the universe (**mine)



But John Calvin, one of the most renowned Bible scholars of all time, has a “slightly different interpretation” of this verse. He states

	This verse is  not speaking of  that God’s being  everywhere at the same time,

but
“the truth that God’s eye penetrates heaven and hell, so that, hide in what obscure corner of the world he might, he must be discovered by him.”

I do not agree with John Calvin’s interpretation of this verse, but it surely worth mentioning.


	Continuing on:

The psalmist then sets forth four [“suppose I coulds”], none of which, however, does he conceive to be possible of accomplishment in his earthly existence; they are intended to express the truth that God is everywhere. The two most widely separated places possible to imagine are Heaven and Sheol; yet, could he…penetrate to either, God would be there: If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in *Sheol, behold, Thou art there.

What is meant by Sheol?
*Sheol- the place of the departed dead (*mine)

	Amos 9:2

 "Though they dig into Sheol, From there will My hand take them; And though they ascend to heaven, From there will I bring them down.

 (NASB, p.655,OT )


8 If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there.
	The first thought that might come to us is to climb higher than God so that God can’t reach us, or descend so low that we will lie beneath his grasp; but the highest point to which we can rise is heaven and God is obviously there,) and the lowest point to which we can descend is hell (the Hebrew word is sheol and God is there too. He is there the judicial aspect. In fact, the thing that makes hell so terrible is that it is run by God. In is not run by the devil in spite of such popular descriptions of hell… 



 9 If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,
10 Even there Thy hand will lead me, And Thy right hand will lay hold of me
	Notes from The Treasury of David

By “wings” is meant “the sunbeams,” “called wings because of their swift and speedy motion, making their passage so sudden and instantaneous.”
and by

 “wings of the morning” [is meant]  “the dawn of the morning”  because the dawn of the morning comes flying in upon these wings of the sun [beams], and brings light along with it; and, by beating and fanning of these wings, scatters the darkness before it.”

Therefore

“I I could graft my shoulders with them, if I should fly as far and as swift as light, even in an instant,…yet there shall thy hand lead me.”

 


Jonah
	Jonah tried to do it, fleeing from Joppa in the direction of Tarshish on the coast of Spain, but God was present even on the expansive Mediterranean Sea. God pursued him in the storm and brought him back, inside the great fish.

….whithersoever a rebellious sinner doth run, the hand of God will meet with him to cross him, and to hinder his hoped-for good success, although he (the sinner) securely  [foretells] never so much good unto himself in his journey. …had Jonah offended the winds or the waters, that they bear him such [anger]? The winds and the waters and all God’s creatures are [subject] to take God’s part against Jonah, or any rebellious sinner.

Application
For the unsaved, the Lord will put all kinds of stumbling blocks in his or her way so that he or she will turn to Him, the One True and Living God.

So to for the believer: If he or she is out of fellowship with the Lord, the Lord may place all kinds of negative circumstances in his or her path as a means of turning the believing him or her around.

This is not to say that all heart- wrenching things and circumstances that a believer experiences have their roots in lack of fellowship with the Lord because of some  sort  of habitual sin.  
Can I get a witness?  


11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me will be night,"

 12 Even the darkness is not dark to Thee, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to Thee.
	“Light is God’s own creation (Gen.1:3), and he does not need it to know what is going on in the secret places of the earth.”

Genesis 1:3 

Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.

“If our gospel be hid”

2Corinthians 4:3-6

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,

 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

 5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.

 6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. (NASB, p.141)
Can I get a witness?

“What if”

What if wicked men, as they open their eyes from the sleep of death, in another world, should find the universe hung round with faithful pictures of [all their sins], which they had supposed for ever lost in the [forgetfulness] of night! What scenes for them to gaze at forever!



	I agree with Professor James Boice when he says,
If you are not a Christian, let me remind you that you will have to stand before God one day. How do you suppose you will be able to escape his just judgment on you for your sins? The Bible says, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account” (Heb. 4:13).What will you on the day when all your sins will be read out? On that day you will be abased, confounded, speechless, and overwhelmed as God unfolds the records of your sinful past life paragraph after paragraph and page after page. “Stop!’ you will cry. But God will not stop until every sinful thought. Every evil deed, every curse, every theft, every lie, every neglect of what you should have done is read out and justly punished.

   Do not wait for that day. Christ died so sinners like you and me might be saved from judgment. He is pursuing you so you might be saved.
   

If you are a Christian, the Bible says,

(2Corinthians 5:1-10,p.142)

1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

 2 For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven,

 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked.

 4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.

 5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.

 6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord--

 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight--

 8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.

 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Summation

Someday, all born-again believers are going to stand before the judgment seat of Christ!

Can I get a witness? 


13 For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb.

 14 I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well.
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