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Note: Unless otherwise noted, all references citing the NASB are from its 1995 version. Thank you.
14 It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones,

 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him."

 16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.

 17 But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,

 18 that they were saying to you, "In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts."

 19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.

 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,

 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.

 22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting;

 23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.

 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,

 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

An Exposition

14 It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 
15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the (1) ungodly of all their (2)ungodly deeds which they have done in an (3) ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which (4) ungodly sinners have spoken against Him."

 16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.

	Enoch’s prophecy pointed to the glorious return of Christ to the earth with thousands upon thousands of His angels (holy ones) (Matt.24:30; 2 Thess. 1:10), when His purpose will be to judge everyone (2 Thess. 1:7-10) and to convict all the ungodly with unanswerable evidence that their actions, manners, and words have been ungodly (asebeis [as-eb-ace’]), “irreverent”; cf. Jude 4). Jude’s fourfold use of this word ungodly [v15] reinforces his description of their nature. Rather than being true spiritual leaders, they had spoken harsh words (“speak abusively” in v.10) against Christ whom they denied. 
(underlining mine)

Matthew 24:30

 And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.

(NASB,p.21,NT)

1Thessalonians 1:10

 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.

(NASB, p. 159,NT)

See also 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10(NASB,p.161,NT)


	The same problems Jude is addressing affect the body of Christ today. False teachers, “mouthing great swelling words,” continue to peddle their phony doctrines to anyone who will listen. If you’ve been walking with the Lord very long, you know that as soon as one strange wind of doctrine blows through, another is sure to follow.

A False Teaching by a False Teacher

“[W]hen who you think you are dissolves, you connect with a vast power which is the essence of your very being. Jesus called it: ‘eternal life.’
 “[T]he dimension of the formless within yourself, that which is beyond death. Jesus called it ‘eternal life.’”

Rebuttal

     “Eternal life is not defined by Jesus, or anyone else in the Bible, as a connection with ‘the essence of your very being’ or some other ‘dimension of the formless.’
          The most concise definition of it is found in John 17:3, where Christ states: ‘This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.’”

Other Scriptures cited by Richard Abanes, author of the above rebuttal:
John 17:3
(NASB,1995, p.87)
 "This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

John 3:14-16 
(NASB,1995,p.73)
"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;

 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.

 16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

John 5:24
(NASB,1995,p.75)
 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

John 6:40

 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

 (NASB,1995,p.76)

John 10:28

 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.

 (NASB,1995,p.81)




Regarding grumbling and finding fault

	The false teachers were not joyous and loving but critical and quick to detect the weaknesses of others.

Question

Are you and I always grumbling and finding fault with someone else and quick to criticize the weaknesses in another brother or sister in Christ?
How about the giant boulder in your and my own eye?




17 But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,
	  Happy is the man or woman who understands that the gospel message is profoundly simple and simply profound. It’s Jesus---nothing more, nothing less, nothing else. 

The Gospel

1 Corinthians 15:1-4

1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand,

 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.

 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

  (NASB, p.138,NT)


	The words “spoken beforehand” are in the imperfect tense, “suggesting that this type of teaching was something that the apostles said repeatedly.”

I am asking of you to, please; don’t get upset with me if sometimes I repeat the same things. It may be needful for you and me for such a repeating! 
The imperfect tense also indicates that “such a prediction may come true shortly after it is made.”

Implication

Be aware that you may be approached by a false teacher or teachings not long after you have been warned about such charlatans!

Can I get a Witness?


 18 that they were saying to you, "In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts."
	Michael Green in his commentary reports that “early Christian writers, with their sense of living in the time of the fulfillment, can use it with respect to the coming of Christ in the past (Heb.1:2; 1 Pet 1:20) and to their own present (1 John 2:18…) as well as to outstanding future (James 5:3; 1 Peter1:5…)…”

Hebrews 1:1-2

(“coming of Christ in the past”)
1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,

2in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.

(NASB, p.169)

1Peter 1:20

20For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you

(NASB, p.181)

1John 2:18

(“their own present”)

 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.

(NASB, p.185)

James 5:3

(“outstanding future”)

3Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!

(NASB, p.179)


 19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.
 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,
“Most holy faith”
	“Their most holy faith is the Christian revelation, handed down by the apostles…From other New Testament references it is clear that this required study of the apostolic teaching (Acts 2:42:20:32).The Christian must study the Scriptures if he is to grow in the faith and be of any use to others (2 Tim.2:15; Heb.5:12). *The faith is most holy, because it is ‘utterly different,’ entirely set apart from all others. It is unique in the message it teaches and the moral transformation it produces.”
 (*mine)
Acts 2:42
Apostolic teaching

(NASB,p.93)

 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Spiritual Growth

Acts 20:32 

(NASB,p.111)

"And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

2Timothy 2:15
(NASB,p.166)

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

Hebrews 5:12
(NASB,p.171)

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.

Building

building. True believers have a sure foundation (1 Cor. 3:11) and cornerstone (Eph. 2:20) in Jesus Christ. The truths of the Christian faith v.3) have been provided in the teaching of the apostles and prophets (Eph. 2:20), so that Christians can build themselves up by the word of God (Acts 20:32)
 

1Corinthians 3:11

11For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ
Ephesians 2:20

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,

Prayer in the Holy Spirit
“By prayer in the Holy Spirit it is sometimes suggested that prayer in tongues is indicated. If so, it is hinted at very obscurely. The man who has the Spirit of God within him (that is to say, every Christian, Romans 8:9), the man who is led by the Spirit, in his prayers as in all else (Gal.5:18), will certainly pray in the Spirit. It is he who utters within us the distinctive Christian address to God as ‘Abba’ or ‘Father’ (Romans 8:15). Prayer in the Spirit may well include, but is not confined to, prayer in tongues.”

    It is not enough to use the words of prayer. Prayer must be heartfelt, dictated by the Holy Spirit, who makes intercession for us with groaning that cannot be uttered, and through whom we are enabled to cry Abba, Father, and to worship, as the Father would have us worship, in spirit and in truth. Thus we shall be enabled to build ourselves up as stones in the spiritual temple of which Christ is the corner-stone, to realize to ourselves the love of God and to be always looking for the mercy of Christ which leads us on to eternal life. Nor must we forget that we are bound to show that same mercy towards our brethren who are tempted, striving for them as we strive for ourselves.

     But what, if we are not conscious of the Spirit in our hearts. Are we then to give up praying and striving? The parables of the leaven and the mustard seed show us that there are many degrees of spiritual growth. In no one is there an entire absence of the good seed. He who is faithful to that he hath, shall find more given to him. Every good thought, every good resolution, every aspiration after better things, every feeling of sorrow and shame for past misdoing or uselessness, is at least the earnest of the Spirit within us, and should be thankfully recognized as such, and turned to practical use, as by him who bought his child to Jesus with the prayer ‘Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.”

    


 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.
	     “[T]hey must remain within the sphere of God’s love. It was His love that drew them to himself (v.1), but as the false teachers have shown, it is possible to turn one’s back on the love of God. They must cultivate that love relationship with him. It is interesting that in v.1 he addresses them as men who have been found by the love of God, and in the next verse he prays that divine love, along with God’s mercy and peace, may fill them; *but here he urges them to fulfill their side of the covenant of love with God. The emphasis here is based upon their side of the contribution to that relationship …The language recalls Jesus’ words, ‘I have loved you, abide in my love’ (John 15:9).
 (* mine)
     It is interesting that it is the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to which Jude particularly refers—an allusion to the atonement he wrought upon the cross. Mercy is possible for sinful man only because what he there achieved. * By eternal life Jude means the ***unrealized part of that ‘life of the (new) age’ which is already begun in believers. It means the resurrection life of the age to come, given to believers at the return of Jesus Christ (asterisks, mine).
 (*’s mine !)


 22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting;

 23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.
	   “Salvation is not merely to be defined in the terms already given: faith, prayer, love, and hope. It involves service…[We] are saved to serve, and one of the best ways of discovering the true value of any new theology is to test it in active Christian evangelism and pastoral care.”

   “When men are beginning to waver…that is the time for a well-taught Christian to come alongside them and help. A man who is flirting with false teaching is not to be ‘sent to Coventry’ by his Christian friends; they must have him in to coffee and chat it over with him in love, and they must know the faith so well that they can convince him while he is still hesitating. A loving approach, a sense of the right occasion and a carefully-thought-out Christian position—these are the qualities required by this first clause.”

      The second group are those who need to be saved from the fire. They need a direct frontal approach. They are on the wrong path and need to be told as much, and then rescued. God gives his servants the privilege of co-operating with him in his saving work (James 5:20).”

James 5:20
(NASB,p.179)

let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

“‘ When there is danger of fire, we hesitate not to snatch away violently whom we desire to save; for it would not be enough to beckon with the finger, or kindly stretch forth the hand’ (Calvin).”

James 5:20 (NASB, p.179)

20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

 “Believers should ‘show mercy’ even to those deeply ensnared in sin. They [are] not to despise them or abhor those so defiled by sin. And yet their mercy should be mingled with fear and hatred, knowing that sin had stained and defiled these people in a remarkable way…. [C]ontamination seems to fit the context here since Jude “used the image ‘clothing stained by corrupt flesh’’’…. ‘If one gets too close, even the clothing will defile those attempting to show mercy.’’’
  
Scriptures cited by Thomas R. Schreiner, author of the above quote:

Zechariah 3:2-4
(NASB,p.671)

2The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?"

3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel.

4 He spoke and said to those who were standing before him, saying, "Remove the filthy garments from him." Again he said to him, "See, I have taken your iniquity away from you and will clothe you with festal robes."

Note on Filthy Garments
“The Hebrew word for ‘filthy’ is the word for excrement (Deut 23:14; 2 Kings 18:27; Proverbs 30:12…) and it may be that Jude drew a connection between such excrement and the stained tunic (chiton), which was the inner garment. Such a picture shocks the readers with how polluting and corrupting sin is. Believers are to be aware lest their mercy is transposed into acceptance, and they themselves become defiled by the sin of those they are trying to help.”
 
Note

You say, “I’ve got friends who curse and swear all the time.”

Be careful that you or I don’t get drawn into the same sinful habit.

You say, “I’ve got friends who like to tell dirty jokes all the time.”
Be careful that you and I don’t start remembering such jokes and then begin repeating them.

You fill in the “I’ve got friends”!

Can I get a Witness!

Amos 4:11 

(NASB, p.652)
"I overthrew you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, And you were like a firebrand snatched from a blaze; Yet you have not returned to Me," declares the LORD.




 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,
	It is a dangerous thing to live for Christ in an atmosphere of false teaching and seductive morals. It is a hazardous thing to try to rescue men for the gospel out of such an environment. If you get too near to the fire, it will burn you; if you get too near to the garment stained by flesh, it will defile you. Is withdrawal the answer? No. Advance against the forces of evil, face the dangers involved, so long as you are strong in the Lord’s might. Such is the thrust, and the context, of Jude’s final verses.

[This verse] sees the faithful (underlining, mine) Christians among his readers, after all the pressures of contending for the faith in a licentious age and permissive church, standing before God like perfect sacrifices in his heavenly sanctuary, in self-offering to the glory of God amidst the joyous jubilation of the redeemed.



25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
	   Jude now picks the shout of praise that perhaps echoes the future praise of the believers. It begins, “to the only God,” echoing the distinctive Jewish confession passed down through the centuries. ..

Note

That’s what you and I need to do often; pick up a shout of praise!

Can I get a Witness?

Other Scriptures cited by the author, Peter H. Davids 

Deuteronomy 6:4

4"Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!

Isaiah 41:21-24

21"Present your case," the LORD says. "Bring forward your strong arguments," The King of Jacob says.

22 Let them bring forth and declare to us what is going to take place; As for the former events, declare what they were, That we may consider them and know their outcome. Or announce to us what is coming;

23 Declare the things that are going to come afterward, That we may know that you are gods; Indeed, do good or evil, that we may anxiously look about us and fear together.

24 Behold, you are of no account, And your work amounts to nothing; He who chooses you is an abomination.

….In the New Testament it is more common to connect “Savior” to Jesus (Luke 2:1; John 4:42; Acts 5:31; 13:23…), although the term is sometimes connected to God, especially in 1 Tim. and Titus (Luke 1:47; 1 Tim 1:1; 2:3…)



	To Keep You From Stumbling

“Jude ends his letter with a heartfelt adoration to the one who is able to keep you…from falling. True, he has told them they must keep themselves in the love of God (v21), but he uses a different word for ‘keep’ here. There (in v.21) tereo is used; it means ‘watch.’ Here phulasso is used; it means ‘guard.’ There is a difference. We must watch that we stay close to the Lord, but only he can guard us so that we do not stumble.”
  


	The background of being without fault is the OT, where that which was presented to God, whether a person coming to worship or an animal being brought for sacrifice, must be unblemished (Exodus 29:1,38; Lev 1:3;…cf. the application in Heb 1:3; 1 Pet 1:19)…Not only are the readers presented blameless or without fault, but also “with great joy.” This joy is not a private joy (“I am so happy”), although certainly that is what would be felt, but a public joy (“We rejoice before him.”).
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