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 1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.

 2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"

 3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.

 4 Their idols are silver and gold, The work of man's hands.

 5 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; They have eyes, but they cannot see;

 6 They have ears, but they cannot hear; They have noses, but they cannot smell;

 7 They have hands, but they cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot walk; They cannot make a sound with their throat.

 8 Those who make them will become like them, Everyone who trusts in them.

 9 O Israel, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.

 10 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.

 11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.

 12 The LORD has been mindful of us; He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron.

 13 He will bless those who fear the LORD, The small together with the great.

 14 May the LORD give you increase, You and your children.

 15 May you be blessed of the LORD, Maker of heaven and earth.

 16 The heavens are the heavens of the LORD, But the earth He has given to the sons of men.

 17 The dead do not praise the LORD, Nor do any who go down into silence;

 18 But as for us, we will bless the LORD From this time forth and forever. Praise the LORD!
Note
I must warn you: I may be on the phrase “Not to us” of vs. 1 for quite a while in this talk! So please stay with me!  

  Exposition

1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.
2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"
Not to us
	The real point of the words with which this psalm abruptly begins, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, But to Your name give glory, comes out in the second verse: Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?" From this it is evident that the Jews had suffered a defeat, or were being oppressed by some Gentile foe, who had scoffed at the idea that God could help his people. The psalmist implicitly expresses the belief that God will save his people from their enemy, but, in his deep trust and reverence, he repudiates the idea that the coming deliverance will be due to the efforts of his people; not to them, but to God, in spite of the enemy’s scoffing, shall glory be given.

Personal Application #1 
When you and I experience a victory in your life, you and I ought to say,

“Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory” 
When you and I got saved, we ought to say in some way,

 “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

 (NASB, Titus 3:5)
The Scripture Principle

(behind “Not to us”) 

Isaiah 48:11 
For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.(KJV)
Isa 48:11 
"For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; For how can My name be profaned? And My glory I will not give to another.

 (NASB, p.520)
Another Commentator

It will be well to remember that this Psalm was sung at the *Passover, and therefore it bears relationship to the deliverance from Egypt. The burden of it seems to be a prayer that the living God, who had been so glorious at the Red Sea and at Jordan, should again for his name’s sake display the wonders of his power. “Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.” The people undoubtedly wished for relief from the contemptuous insults of idolaters, but their main desire was that [Yahweh] himself should no longer be the object of heathen insults. The saddest part of their trouble was that their God was no longer feared and dreaded by their adversaries. When Israel marched into Canaan, a terror was upon all the people round about, because of [Yahweh], the mighty God; but this dread the nations had shaken off since there had been of late no remarkable display of miraculous power.
 
*“The Passover was the annual Hebrew festival on the evening of the 14th day of the month of Nisan [April]…and was followed by a 7 days’ festival…commemorating the last meal in Egypt, eaten in preparation for the journey [in the wilderness].”
 
Application #’s 2&3
Just before the Israelites’ journey into the wilderness, they ate a Passover meal to sustain their initial journey. When God ask you to “passover,” whether it be to quit smoking , drinking, etc., may  He will provide you with the strength to do it!

(#3)

Just because God is not doing something super spectacular in your life that the world can see does not mean that He has abandoned you or that you are one of His children.

Application #4
We must never seek glory for ourselves, but rather always desire to manifest God’s glory and honor His name before the world. We must determine to live in such a way that we will not bring shame or reproach upon the name of Christ or His church (Matthew 5:14-16; 1 Corinthians 6:19).
  

Matthew 5:14 -16

"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;

 15 "nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.

 16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

 (NASB,p.3,NT)
1Corinthians 6:20
 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

 (NASB, p. 133,NT)


Still on “Not unto us, not unto us”
	“The words Not unto us are doubled, in order to express the deep sense of personal unworthiness entertained by [those who are asking];” 

“Application” Poem!(first four verses)
From the recesses of a lowly spirit

Our humble prayer ascends; O Father, hear it!

Upsoaring on the wings of awe and meekness,

Forgive our  John Bowring

 Application #5!!
It is not until a person has a deep sense of his or her personal sinfulness

that a  Personal Savior is called upon! 

The Psalmist, by this,[the doubling, “not unto us, not unto us”] implies our natural tendency to self-idolatry, and magnifying of ourselves, and the difficulty of cleansing our hearts from these self reflections. If it be angelical to refuse an undue glory stolen from God’s throne, Rev. 22:8, 9; it is diabolical to accept and cherish it. “To seek our own glory is not glory,” Proverbs 25:27.
 

More Scripture Principle

(involving “Not to us”)

Revelation 22:8,9

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.

 9 But he *said to me, "Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God."

 (NASB, p.202)
Proverbs 25:27 
It is not good to eat much honey, Nor is it glory to search out one's own glory.

 (NASB, p.473,OT )



No merit on our part 

	The Psalmist desires that any help which God may vouchsafe to His people in their struggles with the heathen nations, may be understood as bestowed, not on account of any supposed merit [on their part], for of themselves they deserve nothing; but solely on account of the Divine attributes of mercy and truth.

Regarding Verses One through Eight
(from The Life Recovery Bible)

[The Lord] is the only real source for recovery. We have probably tried a number of recovery plans, but if [the Lord] is not a central part of the program, we won’t experience a lasting recovery. Some of us look for help in every new fad that comes along. If we don’t ask [the Lord] for help, all the recovery resources are useless—they are man-made plans, as powerless as idols. Recovery is never easy. If we hear of a plan that is easy or quick, someone is probably just after our money. [The Lord] alone knows what we need and has the power to lift us out of the painful circumstances and give us a life of meaning and joy. His program is our only way to a healthy life.



	Because God is the one, only, true, living, almighty God, the Preserver of men and of angels, he in whom our breath is, and whose are all our ways; we should imitate the[one who wrote this Psalm]: and abound in thanksgiving and praise to the Most High.



Moving On!
Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth

	God’s honor is concerned in delivering His people, in order to show that loving-kindness, and not the [notions] of a [tyrant], has been the motive of His dealings with [his people]; and His truth is no less concerned in fulfilling His promises to them, and in executing His threatened judgments upon the heathen who have not called upon His Name. By vindicating Himself in two fashions, He gives glory to that Name, because He moves  His people to gratitude, and His enemies through fear, to worship Him; and for the dear sake of His mercy and truth, which are Jesus Christ. 


**Verse Two
 2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"
	Although God is so good, yet the sins of his people are so many and so hateful, that we should not be surprised at finding them in great straits and for a time under the power of wicked men, even persecuting idolaters.



	       When the heathen see us in trouble, they tell us that our God is unable or unwilling to deliver us; therefore, help us , O God.

Application Repeat!
Just because God is not doing something super spectacular in your life that the world can see does not mean that He has abandoned you or that you are one of His children.


	How could the heathen think [Yahweh] to be a merciful God if he gave his people over to the hands of the enemy? How could they believe him to be faithful and true if, after all his solemn covenant engagements, he utterly rejected his chosen nation? God is very jealous of the two glorious attributes of grace and truth, and the plea that these may not be dishonored has great weight with him. In these times, when the first victories of the gospel are only remembered as histories of a dim and distant past, skeptics are apt to boast that the gospel has lost its youthful strength and they even presume to cast a slur upon the name of God himself. We may therefore rightly entreat the divine interposition that the apparent blot may be removed from his escutcheon, and that his own word may shine forth gloriously as in the days of old. We may not desire triumph of our opinions, for our own sakes, or for the honor of a sect, but we may confidently pray for the triumph of truth, that God himself will be honored.



 3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.
But our God is in heaven

	Where he should be; above the reach of mortal sneers, over-hearing all the vain janglings of men, but looking down with silent scorn upon all the makers of babel. Supreme above all opposing powers, the Lord reigneth upon a throne high and lifted up. Incomprehensible in essence, he rises above the loftiest thought of the wise; absolute in will and infinite power, he is superior to the limitations which belong to earth and time. This God is our God, and we are not ashamed to own him, albeit he may not work miracles at the beck and call of every vain-glorious boaster who may choose to challenge him. Once they bade his Son come down from the cross and they would believe in him, now they would have God overstep the ordinary bounds of his providence and come down from heaven to convince them: but other matters occupy his august mind besides the convincement  of those who willfully shut their eyes to the superabundant evidences of his divine power and Godhead, which are all around them. If our God be neither seen nor heard, and is not to be worshipped under any outward symbol, yet is he none the less real and true, for he is where his adversaries can never be---in the heavens, whence he stretches forth his scepter, and rules with boundless power. 



But our God is in the heavens
	Our God is in the heavens, where your gods are not, never were, and never will be; where he rules all heavenly and earthly powers; where  your malice and rage can never reach:

Psalm 2:1-4
(NASB, p.393)
1 Why are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing?

 2 The kings of the earth take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying,

 3 "Let us tear their fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!"
4He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them.

Psalm 135:6-10 (NASB, p.451)

6 Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps.
7 He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; Who makes lightnings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries.

 8 He smote the firstborn of Egypt, Both of man and beast.

 9 He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O Egypt, Upon Pharaoh and all his servants.

 10 He smote many nations And slew mighty kings,

The fact that our God is invisible and not perceptible by our senses is a part of our rejoicing in him. Venting [insults] against him is as idle as throwing stones at the stars, or like a dog [barking] at the moon.

Personal Application

Although the God of the Bible is not readily available to our  five human senses          (taste, smell, touch, see, and hear),
He has chosen not to let Himself without a witness in this physical world: 

indeed,

“The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.

  Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge.

  There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard.”
 (Psalm 19:1-3, NASB, p.399) 

Moreover, the God of the Bible has used the sense of seeing, hearing, touching, etc., to make  Himself   known to various individuals or prophets:

I here present just one example:
  Moses’ encounter with God in Exodus Three (The Burning Bush)

Exodus 3:1-6

1 Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.

 2 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.

 3 So Moses said, "I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up."

 4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."

 5 Then He said, "Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground."

 6 He said also, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

 (NASB,p.42,OT)
But you say, “That’s an Old Testament encounter!”
Okay, here’s a New Testament “encounter” which involves all the five human senses along with an appeal to your and my spiritual senses!    
Philippians 2:1-8

 1Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,

 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;

 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,

(an appeal to your and my spirit/soul senses)

6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,

 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.

 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

 (NASB, p. 155-155,NT)
(As far as the Scriptures indicate, only once did God appear to Moses out of a burning bush, but  for thirty-three years the Son of God, indeed, God the Son tabernacled among men, 

And the Scriptures that God the Son still has a supernatural physical/spiritual body:

“For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”
 (1Timothy 2:5,NASB, p.163 )  
Other Scriptures attending  the above remarks:

2Timothy 1:12(NASB, p. 165 ) 
… for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.

… for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.  (KJV)
(an appeal to your and my spirit/ soul consciousness)


trials

	The trials which have befallen his people were not contrary to his will. The short and vain triumph of his foes was not without permission.

Scriptures attending the above remark:
Isaiah 46:10 

Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';

Daniel 4:35 

"All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, 'What have You done?'

Another commentator, George Philips, states that
“It is not from defect of power, but by His will, that we are sometimes afflicted; the object is to punish us for our sins. [The verbs used here, ‘does’ and ‘pleases’ indicate something that is going to happen and cannot be stopped] 

Application

There’s no stopping God in those things He has purposed to do!

And 

There is no stopping the Son of God from those things He has purposed to do!

For

It is said of the Son  that whatever He sees the Father doing, He does in like manner:
John 5:19

 Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.

 (NASB, p. 75)
Leon Morris, in his commentary, The Gospel of John, says the following:
“It is not simply that [Jesus] does not act in independence of the Father; he cannot act in independence of the Father. He can do only the things he sees the Father doing. There is a continual contemplation of the Father by the Son, an uninterrupted communion. The result of this is that it is the things the Father does that the Son does, too, ‘not in imitation, but in virtue of His sameness of nature.’ (Westcott). This verse contains the thought of subordination, for the Son is pictured as completely obedient to the Father. But there is also a mighty claim, for the Son does ‘whatever the Father does.’”
 




 4 Their idols are silver and gold, The work of man's hands.
 5 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; They have eyes, but they cannot see;

 6 They have ears, but they cannot hear; They have noses, but they cannot smell;

 7 They have hands, but they cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot walk; They cannot make a sound with their throat.
	The reason why God holds images so much in abhorrence appears very plainly from this, that he cannot endure that the worship due to himself should be taken from him and given to them. That the world should acknowledge him to be the sole author of salvation, and should  ask for and expect from him alone all that is needed, is an honour which peculiarly belongs to him…. It is very true that God’s glory is instantly counterfeited when it is invested with a corruptible form (…Isaiah 40:25, 46:5) nevertheless, he is doubly injured when his truth, and grace, and power, are imagined to be concentrated in idols.

Isaiah 40:25
"To whom then will you liken Me That I would be his equal?" says the Holy One.

(NASB, p.514,OT)

Isaiah 46:5-10

5"To whom would you liken Me And make Me equal and compare Me, That we would be alike
6 "Those who lavish gold from the purse And weigh silver on the scale Hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into a god; They bow down, indeed they worship it.

 7 "They lift it upon the shoulder and carry it; They set it in its place and it stands there. It does not move from its place. Though one may cry to it, it cannot answer; It cannot deliver him from his distress.

 8 "Remember this, and be assured; Recall it to mind, you transgressors.

 9 "Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,

 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';

(NASB, p. 519,OT)



 8 Those who make them will become like them, Everyone who trusts in them.

 9 O Israel, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.

 10 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.

 11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.

 12 The LORD has been mindful of us; He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron.

 13 He will bless those who fear the LORD, The small together with the great.

 14 May the LORD give you increase, You and your children.

 15 May you be blessed of the LORD, Maker of heaven and earth.

 16 The heavens are the heavens of the LORD, But the earth He has given to the sons of men.

 17 The dead do not praise the LORD, Nor do any who go down into silence;

 18 But as for us, we will bless the LORD From this time forth and forever. Praise the LORD!
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