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October 11th, 2009
Let’s read Psalm 91:1-16 together

(NASB, p. 433, OT)
 1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

 2 I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!"

 3 For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper And from the deadly pestilence.

 4 He will cover you with His pinions(feathers) , And under His wings you may seek refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.

 5 You will not be afraid of the terror by night, Or of the arrow that flies by day;

 6 Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, Or of the destruction that lays waste at noon.

 7 A thousand may fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But it shall not approach you.

 8 You will only look on with your eyes And see the recompense of the wicked.

 9 For you have made the LORD, my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place.

 10 No evil will befall you, Nor will any plague come near your tent.

 11 For He will give His angels charge concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.

 12 They will bear you up in their hands, That you do not strike your foot against a stone.

 13 You will tread upon the lion and cobra, The young lion and the serpent you will trample down.

 14 "Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name.

 15 "He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.
16 With a long life I will satisfy him And let him see My salvation.
Commenting on verses 1-4, The Life Recovery Bible says

	When we discover that we are powerless to fight our addiction alone, we become weak like little children. We feel helpless to protect ourselves, caught in a whirlwind of our own making. We turn to God our rescuer because there is nowhere else to go. How comforting to know that when we cry out, God will rescue us and protect us as a mother bird protects her young. Our powerful defender will never fail us if we turn to him for shelter and safety.



Back to Verse One!
Source: The Psalms of David by Spurgeon
	Psalm 91:1
(NASB,p.433,OT)        
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

“He,” no matter who he may be, rich or poor, learned or unlearned, [upper-class] or [blue-collar class], young or old, for “God is no respecter of persons, but “he is rich to all that call upon him.”

Romans 10:7-13

(NASB,p.125,NT)
 7or 'WHO WILL DESCEND INTO THE ABYSS?' (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead)."

 8 But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, in your mouth and in your heart" --that is, the word of faith which we are preaching,

 9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;

 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

 11 For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."

 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him;

 13 for "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED."


Emphasis on the word “dwells”

	“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High.” Note, he who dwells in the shelter (secret place, KJV) is not he who conjures up one or two slight and fleeting acts of hope in him, but the man that places in him a [diligent] and constant confidence. In this way he establishes for himself in God full trust, a home, a dwelling place, a mansion,…The Hebrew for he that dwells [means] dwelling in quietude, resting, enduring and remaining with constancy.

Commenting on the word “dwells” and “abide,” another reference source says that the word dwells “means to settle down” and the word abide means “to lodge for a night.”

Question

What are some of the things you and I need to settle once and for all?
Can I present to you just one?

Hebrews 10:1,10 -12

(NASB,p.172-173,NT)

1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.
10By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

 11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;

 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD,
You and I need to get that settled. 

The Lord Jesus’ sacrifice is so complete that He never again needs to offer Himself to His Father as the sacrifice for our sins.
Can I get a Witness?
Please, let’s look at it again!
1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.

10By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

 11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;

 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD,

  


Emphasis on “Communion”

(Another form of “settling down”)

	“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High.” What intimate and unrestrained communion does this describe! The Christian in everything making known his heart, with its needs and wishes, its thoughts and feelings, its doubts and anxieties, it sorrows and joys, to God, as to a loving, perfect friend and all is not on one side. This Almighty Friend has admitted his chosen one to his “secret place”(shelter). It is almost too wonderful to be true. It is almost to preposterous a though for such creatures as we are to entertain. But he himself permits it, desires it, teaches us to realize that it is communion to which he calls us. “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him.” And what is the “secret” (shelter)?It is that in God which the world neither knows, nor sees, nor cares to enjoy. It is his mind revealed to those that love him, his plans, and ways (“he made known his ways to Moses,” Psalm 103:7), …Yea, and things hid from angels are manifest to the least of his friends (1 Peter 1:12). He wishes us to know him, and by his Word and by his Spirit he puts himself before us. Ah! it is not his fault if we do not know him. It is our own carelessness.
  


God’s ways made known to Moses

	When Moses went up to Mount Sinai and tarried with God the space of forty days, we may well think that God in that time, revealed many secrets to him; and particularly “made known his ways;”  (Exodus 23:19); not only his ways in which he would have us walk, but his ways in which he walks himself, and the course he holds in the government of worldly affairs; why he suffers the wicked to prosper, and why the godly to be oppressed. These “ways”  of his made known to Moses; to the children of Israel, only “his acts.” He showed them his wonders upon Pharaoh, and that was his judgment; and he showed them his wonderful favors to themselves in the wilderness, and that was his righteousness; but he showed them not his ways, and the course he held in them; they saw only the events of things, they saw not the reasons of them, as Moses did.

We, as believers in Jesus, know the Lord’s ways of covenant grace, and we have by experience been made to see his acts of mercy toward us; how heartily ought we to praise our divine teacher, the Holy Spirit, who has made things known to us, for had it not been for him we should have continued in darkness unto this day.



Under the shadow of the Almighty

	This is an expression that implies great nearness. We must walk very close to a companion, if we would have his shadow fall on us. Can we imagine any expression more perfect in describing the constant presence of God with his chosen ones, than this—they shall “abide under his shadow”? 



Comments on the word “Almighty”

	“Almighty” is shaddai, the root of which is shad, the breast, and this is the name of the providing God.”


Moving on to verse two!

	Psalm 91:2
I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!"

To take up a general truth and make it our own by personal faith is the highest wisdom. It is but a poor comfort to say ‘the Lord is a refuge,’ but to say he is my refuge, is the [true ground] of [encouragement]. Those who believe should also speak—“I will say,” for such bold [heart-felt testimonies] honour God and lead others to the same confidence. Men are prone enough to proclaim their doubts, and even to boast of them, indeed there is a party casting suspicion upon everything; hence it becomes the duty of true believers to speak out and testify with calm courage to their own well-grounded reliance upon their God. Let others say what they will, but ours to say of the Lord, “he is our refuge.” But what we say we must prove by our actions, we must fly to the Lord for shelter, and not to the arm of flesh. The birds fly away to the thicket, and the fox hastens to its hole, every creature uses its refuge in the hour of danger, and even so in [danger] or fear of [anger] let us flee to [God], the Eternal Protector of his own. Let us, when we are secure in the Lord, rejoice that our position is unassailable, for he is own fortress as well as our refuge. No … drawbridge, wall, battlement…  could make us so secure as we are when the attributes of the Lord of Host [surround us].Behold this day the Lord to us instead of walls and bulwarks! Our ramparts defy the [legion] hosts of hell. Foes in flesh, and foes in ghostly guise are alike baulked of their prey when the Lord of Hosts stands between us and their fury, and all other forces are turned aside. Walls cannot keep out the pestilence, but the Lord can.
   
Listen to words of Jesus about the believer’s security:

John 10:25-29(p.81,NASB)
25 Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father's name, these testify of Me.

 26 "But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.

 27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;

 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.

 29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.


Reflections on the Preceding Comments

	Psalm 91:2

I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!"

To take up a general truth and make it our own by personal faith is the highest wisdom. It is but a poor comfort to say ‘the Lord is a refuge,’ but to say he is my refuge, is the [true ground] of [encouragement]. Those who believe should also speak—“I will say,” for such bold [heart-felt testimonies] honour God and lead others to the same confidence. Men are prone enough to proclaim their doubts, and even to boast of them, indeed there is a party casting suspicion upon everything; hence it becomes the duty of true believers to speak out and testify with calm courage to their own well-grounded reliance upon their God. Let others say what they will, bit ours to say of the Lord, “he is our refuge.” 

My refuge

But what we say we must prove by our actions, we must fly to the Lord for shelter, and not to the arm of flesh.

Would you please finish this very common saying: “Actions speak….”

(“Actions speak louder than  words”)
James 2:14-20 speaks to us about “faith without works” 
(NASB, p. 178,NT)

14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?

 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,

 16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?

 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.

 18 But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."

 19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.

 20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?

Another reflection on “I will say”(v.2)
(I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!")

Unlike you and me, when Jesus spoke there was no obstruction between his heart and his tongue. He was mercifully clear, as transparent as a summer day. And just as warm. But some could not endure the heat and walked away. For there is only one response to Him. In love and deity it’s all or nothing. There was little left to mystery when He spoke, and what mystery there was enkindled the heart to love. Or madness.

Question

As a believer or unbeliever, what will you and I do when we hear the Savior knocking on the door of your heart? 
Revelation 3:20

 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.

 (NASB, p. 191)

John 14:23
(NASB,p.85,NT) 

Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.

“The Birds Fly”

 The birds fly away to the thicket, and the fox hastens to its hole, every creature uses its refuge in the hour of danger, and even so in [danger] or fear of [anger] let us flee to [God], the Eternal Protector of his own. Let us, when we are secure in the Lord, rejoice that our position is unassailable, for he is own fortress as well as our refuge. No … drawbridge, wall, battlement…  could make us so secure as we are when the attributes of the Lord of Host [surround us].Behold this day the Lord to us instead of walls and bulwarks! Our ramparts defy the [legion] hosts of hell. Foes in flesh, and foes in ghostly guise are alike baulked of their prey when the Lord of Hosts stands between us and their fury, and all other forces are turned aside. Walls cannot keep out the pestilence, but the Lord can.
   
Question

To whom or what are you and I “flying to” for refuge?

Look (again) what the Lord Jesus promises to all that come to Him (His sheep):
John 10:27-30 
27"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;

 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.

 29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one [that includes Satan and his cohorts] is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.

 30 "I and the Father are one."

 (NASB,p.81,NT)
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