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Continuing on with Psalm 91!!

November 1st, 2009

Psalm 91:1-16

NASB, p.432-433, OT)

1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

 2 I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!"

 3 For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper And from the deadly pestilence.

 4 He will cover you with His pinions, And under His wings you may seek refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.

 5 You will not be afraid of the terror by night, Or of the arrow that flies by day;

 6 Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, Or of the destruction that lays waste at noon.

 7 A thousand may fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But it shall not approach you.

 8 You will only look on with your eyes And see the recompense of the wicked.

 9 For you have made the LORD, my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place.

 10 No evil will befall you, Nor will any plague come near your tent.

 11 For He will give His angels charge concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.

 12 They will bear you up in their hands, That you do not strike your foot against a stone.

 13 You will tread upon the lion and cobra, The young lion and the serpent you will trample down.

 14 "Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name.

 15 "He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.

 16 "With a long life I will satisfy him And let him see My salvation."
	[This Psalm] describes God’s ongoing sovereign protection of His people from the ever-present dangers and terrors which surround humanity. The original setting may be that of an army about to go into battle. Most of the terrors mentioned in this psalm are left undefined, no doubt intentionally, so that no kind of danger is omitted from application. Believers in every age can read this psalm to learn that nothing can harm a child of God unless the Lord permits it.

Repeat the Above
[This Psalm] describes God’s ongoing sovereign protection of His people from the ever-present dangers and terrors which surround humanity. The original setting may be that of an army about to go into battle. Most of the terrors mentioned in this psalm are left undefined, no doubt intentionally, so that no kind of danger is omitted from application. Believers in every age can read this psalm to learn that nothing can harm a child of God unless the Lord permits it.

James 1:1-5

1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.

 2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,

 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.

 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

 5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.




Continue with Comments on Psalm 91
	All the Psalms are from God and are wonderful. But some have commended themselves to God’s people as being especially rich and comforting and to which they have repeatedly turned in times of sickness, loneliness, and trouble. Psalm 91 is one of these special psalms. It has been committed to heart by thousands of people, and millions have turned to it with thankfulness in the midst of life’s calamities….

    Charles Haddon Spurgeon ….wrote, “In the whole collection there is not a more cheering psalm; its tone is elevated and sustained throughout, faith is at its best and speaks boldly.”

Repeat This Also!!
All the Psalms are from God and are wonderful. But some have commended themselves to God’s people as being especially rich and comforting and to which they have repeatedly turned in times of sickness, loneliness, and trouble. Psalm 91 is one of these special psalms. It has been committed to heart by thousands of people, and millions have turned to it with thankfulness in the midst of life’s calamities

Reflection
What are some of your favorite books, chapters, or verses in God’s Word, the Bible, have you committed to heart?
(Have someone to come up and recite one of his or her favorite verse or verses)

Okay 

One of my favorites is 2 Corinthians 5:21 in the King James Bible:

 For he [God the Father] hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Turn with me in the NASB we use here and read this same verse along with me (p.142,NT)
“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
And Here’s Another
Matthew 11:27

 “All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal him.”
 (Darby)

Let’s read this same verse from the NASB (p.9,NT):

"All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

That’s just awesome!

But you say, “What’s so awesome about it, Brother Bruce?”

Answer: How is it that only He, the Infinite Being, that is, God the Father,who is the All-knowing God (the Omniscient God), only He (and God the Holy Spirit) can plummet the infinite depths of His Son?

Could it be that the Son Himself is incomprehensible and can only be comprehended by another Infinite, Incomprehensible Being?

Can I get a Witness?

 Notice too, that
Only the Son (and God the Holy Spirit: 1 Cor.1:9-11) knows he Father; but to us  God the Father must be revealed!
Look Again at Matthew 11:27

 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

Can I get a Witness?
I have some questions for you:
(1) Has it been revealed to you that

“You must be born again” to enter into God’s eternal kingdom

(2)Has it been revealed to you that

5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (NASB, Titus 3:5-7, p.168,NT)


	(3) Has it wrung down into the depths of your soul that

18  you [and I] were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,

 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. (1Pe 1:18, NASB)

(4) How about this one: Revelation 21:1-2?!!! 

“Then I Saw”

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.

 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.

Revelation 21:1-2 (NASB, p.)

Can I get a Witness?


Moving on!!
	Having stated his personal faith in God [in vss. 1&2], the psalmist now commends that faith to us, taking six verse to explain what God will do for the one who trusts him. The most striking feature of this section (and the one following) is the use of the singular you throughout, which is a way of saying that these truths are for each person individually. They are for you if you will truly trust or abide in God.



Psalm 91:3 
For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper And from the deadly pestilence.
	Verse three sets the tone for this section by saying that God will save the trusting soul from two kinds of dangers: first, the subtle snare of enemies, described as the trap a fowler used to catch birds, and second, death by disease or pestilence. This does not mean that those who trust God never die of infectious diseases or suffer from an enemy’s plot …It means that those who trust God are habitually delivered from such dangers. What Christian cannot testify to many such deliverances? Indeed, our entire lives are filled with deliverances from many and manifold dangers, until God finally takes us to be with himself.



	Lord Craven, a Christian, was a nobleman who was living in London when plague ravaged the city in the fifteenth century. In order to escape the spreading pestilence Craven determined to leave the city for his country home, as many of his social standing had done. He ordered his coach and baggage made ready. But as he was walking down one of the halls of his home about to enter his carriage,  he overheard one of his servants say to another, “ I suppose by  Lord’s quitting  London to avoid the plague that his God lives in the country and not the town.” It was a straightforward and apparently innocent remark. But it stuck Lord Craven so deeply that he canceled his journey, saying,” “My God lives everywhere and can preserve me in town as well as in the country. I will stay where I am.” So he stayed in London. He helped the plague victims, and he did not catch the disease himself.
    There is a similar story from the life of Charles Haddon Spurgeon. In 1854, when he had been in London only twelve months, the area of the city in which the young preacher lived was visited by Asiatic cholera. Many in Spurgeon’s congregation were affected, and there was hardly a family in which someone did not get sick and many died. The young pastor spent most of every day visiting the sick, and there was hardly a day when he did not have to accompany some family to the graveyard.

     Spurgeon became physically and emotionally exhausted and sick at heart. He was ready to sink under this load heavy load of pastoral care. But as God would have it, one day he was returning home sadly from a funeral when he noticed a sign in a shoemaker’s shop … It was in the owner’s own handwriting…. “Because thou hast made the Lord, which is thy refuge, even the Most High, thy meditation, there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling,” …Psalm 91:9-10 (KJV)
     Spurgeon was deeply and immediately encouraged. Wrote, “The effect upon my heart was immediate. Faith appropriated the passage as her own. I felt secure, refreshed, girt with immortality. I went on with my visitation of the dying in a calm and peaceful spirit; I felt no fear of evil, and I suffered no harm. The providence which moved the [shoemaker] to put those verses in his window I gratefully acknowledge, and in the remembrance of its marvelous power I adore the Lord my God.”



(v.4)

He will cover you with His pinions [feathers], And under His wings you may seek refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.
	[This verse] contains two appealing images of God’s protection: first, that of a mother bird, sheltering and protecting her young (“He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wing you will find refuge”) and second, that of a warrior’s armor (“his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart”). The exact meaning of the word rampart is uncertain. The Hebrew word signifies something that is wrapped around a person for his or her protection; hence, it can mean “buckler,” “armor,” …


	Jesus [used] the first of these two images for himself, saying as he looked out over the city of Jerusalem, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, have often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing” (Matthew 23:37).Jesus would have saved and sheltered Jerusalem and its inhabitants, but the people were not willing. They would not come to him. They would not “dwell” in the shelter of the Most High. They cried out for his crucifixion instead.

Observation

The Son of God will save and shelter you as one of His sheep, if you are willing.

You mean the Son of God has the ability to save me?
Luke 19:10 

"For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."

Acts 4:12 

"And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."

 (NASB)

Can I get a Witness?

 

	The Second Image

( shield and bulwark )

As for the second image, we may recall God’s words to Abraham when he was returning from his attack on the kings who had raided Sodom and Gomorrah and carried off Abraham’s nephew Lot. Abraham had won the battle, recovering Lot, the women, and their possessions.  But Abraham was in danger of retaliation by these kings. It was then that God spoke to him in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward” (Genesis 15:1). That is what God will be to us, if we will trust him.



Still on v.4
 He will cover you with His pinions (feathers), And under His wings you may seek refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark. 

	   “What exactly is it that is said to be the believer’s “shield and [bulwark][?].God, of course. The King James Version says, “His truth will be your shield and buckler.””
  
    But the author of the above quote, James Montgomery Boice, notes that the word  Hebrew  word for truth “means more than mere truth. [Indeed], “it has to do with God’s entire character, described as faithfulness,” [and that] we still lose something  “if we do not realize that the Hebrew word for faithfulness is based on the word  for truth and that what is involved here is God’s faithfulness to his promises—that is, to his word…. It is when we believe God’s Word and act upon it  that we find him to faithful to what he has promised and learn that he is in truth our shield from dangers and our [bulwark] against enemies.



5 You will not be afraid of the terror by night, Or of the arrow that flies by day;
6 Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, Or of the destruction that lays waste at noon.
	In regard to “the pestilence that stalks in darkness, one commentator states that “reference must be made to the Babylonian pest-demon Namtar…who plagues a man like pestilence, who has no hands, no feet, who goes about at night…
   
But the Word of God speaks otherwise:

It speaks not about some mythological spirit being,  but  about a real spirit-being known as Satan who prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour:
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
(1 Peter5:7)
Can I get a Witness?


Or of the destruction that lays waste at noon.
	“nor sudden death at noon”- James Moffatt: The New Translation of the Bible
“nor the epidemic which devastates at midday”-R.K. Harrison: The Psalms for Today

“nor the calamity that spreads havoc at noontime”-The Modern Language Bible: The Berkley Version in Modern English
John 5:24 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

 (NASB, p.75)


Psalm 91:7-8 
7 A thousand may fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But it shall not approach you. 8 You will only look on with your eyes And see the recompense of t he wicked.
	[These verses] “Describe thousands falling on either side of those who trust God, noting “You will observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked.” This interprets the death of the thousands as God’s punishment for sin and places for deliverance of God’s people in that context. In other words, it is not a promise that those who trust God will never die of disease or even in some military conflict, but they will not suffer those or any other calamities as God’s judgment against them for their sin. Their sin has been atoned for by the blood of Jesus Christ.

Repeat the Above

“And I Saw”
Revelation 20:12-15

 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.

 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.

 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.

 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

 (NASB,p.200)

The Judgment Seat of Believers

2 Corinthians 5:1-12 (p.142) 

1For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

 2 For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven,

 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked.

 4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.

 5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.

 6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord--

 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight--

 8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.

 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences.

 12 We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for those who take pride in appearance and not in heart. (NASB, p. 142)

John 5:24 (again)
 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

 (NASB, p. 25)

Colossians 2:13 -15

15When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,

 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

 15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

 (NASB,p.157)

Ephesians 1:18-23

18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might

 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.

 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,

 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

 (NASB, p.151)

Can I get a Witness?
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